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ciently indicated our intentions. The slave-vessels,
afraid of being seized, had disappeared from before
the town, and gone farther up the river before we
arrived, so that, however we might have been
otherwise disposed, we did not drop anchor, but
continued to advance as long as the tide served,
which was till half-past one, when the wind fail-
ing, we were obliged to anchor. The Duke's pilot,
when we were off the town, requested to leave
us for a short time; he said, he " must go tell
Duke news, and come back directly." "We after-
wards discovered that his pretence to go ashore,
was merely a subterfuge to get away altogether,
for he never returned, and we had good reason for
believing, that all the people, from the Duke (or
King, which is the same thing) to the meanest of
his subjects, secretly abet the unlawful proceed-
ings of the slavers, by whom they realize much
larger profits than by the regular traders. At
three, we sent the small canoe, with two Kroomen,
up the river, to ascertain the situation of the slave-
vessels, and soon got under weigh to follow them;
but the wind dying off towards sunset, we were
obliged to anchor again. About an hour after-
wards, our canoe returned, with information that
three slave schooners, and a brig, had gone still
farther up the river, indeed, as far as the naviga-
tion of the river would allow, where they had for-
tified themselves in the strongest manner, to resist
any attack on our part: having also the support of